
Lesson Plan: 

Subject: Social Studies 

Grade: 7 

Duration: 50 mins 

Topic: Aboriginal group's political structure and decision-making processes 

 

Aids:  

-PowerPoint presentation, short 3-minute video 

 

Materials: 

- Textbook 

- Worksheets (to fill in the information/notes) 

- Chromebooks 

 

References: 

Grade 7 Program of Studies (alberta.ca) 

 

Introduction:        Time: 5 min 

1. Bridge in:  

- Define consensus. 

- Get them engaged by asking in what situation you might use consensus. 

- Explain how this type of decision-making was practiced by Aboriginal groups. 

2. Motivation: 

Explain how it is important to understand the different political structures of different Aboriginal 

groups and how it has shaped our history. It is important to understand Indigenous people's role 

in society before contact with Europeans to understand how the Europeans affected their way of 

life. 

3. Lesson Objectives: 

- Students will be able to work collaboratively with their peers to describe how different 

Aboriginal societies were structured. 

https://education.alberta.ca/media/160200/program-of-study-grade-7.pdf


- Students will understand how Aboriginal societies structured their decision-making. 

- Students will be able to describe the role of women in Aboriginal societies and contrast it with 

the roles of European women. 

 

Presentation/Activity:       Time: 40 minutes 

- Split the class into groups and assign each group a different Aboriginal group (Iroquois, 

Ojibwa, Mi’kmaq) 

- Each group will research how their Aboriginal group's society was structured. With their 

research, they will make a brief presentation (on PowerPoint) to present to the rest of the class. 

- Students will fill in their worksheets based on their research and their classmates’ presentations. 

- Watch a short video of women's role in Indigenous cultures. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&app=desktop&v=gS1LMnp7Wpw 

- Class discussion on how the roles of women in Aboriginal societies contrast with the roles of 

women in European societies. 

- Students will fill in the differences on their worksheet based on class discussion. 

 

Evaluation: 

- Students will be evaluated on their participation in researching information with their groups 

and the quality of information in their presentation. 

- They will be evaluated on participation in class discussion and engagement with class material. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&app=desktop&v=gS1LMnp7Wpw


 

Class management:     Time 5 mins 

- Summary 

- Next class 

- Announcements/ Upcoming Assignments 
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